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COVID-19 6/15 Update  
  
Global 
Total cases – 7,966,770 
Total deaths – 434,536 
  
United States 
Total cases – 2,103,750 
Total deaths – 115,896 
Total # tests – 23,535,104 
  
Administration 

• President Donald Trump said a flare-up of coronavirus recorded in several states is the 

result of broader testing for the disease, and Vice President Mike Pence said additional 

health workers may be deployed to combat the spikes. 

o Trump told reporters at the White House on Monday that the U.S. is reporting 

more cases of the disease because testing has expanded.  

o Coronavirus cases have jumped in states including Arizona, Texas and Florida 

after they took steps to ease social distancing restrictions put in place to stem 

the spread of the disease. But Pence said the spikes are the result of a “dramatic 

increase” in testing. 

o “We have made steady progress each and every day to putting the coronavirus 

in the past,” he said. 

o Vice President Mike Pence says the administration on Monday will talk with the 

governors of states including Georgia, Arizona and Texas on deploying additional 

CDC personnel. 

• U.S. passenger carriers received permission from Chinese authorities to operate four 

weekly flights to the country, U.S. Transportation Dept says in emailed statement. 

o Move allows for additional service by U.S. carriers to China which earlier this 

month said it planned to ease its ban on foreign air carriers 

o DOT didn’t immediately comment on whether it would allow Chinese airlines to 

operate more flights to U.S. 

• The Trump administration doesn’t believe the “small bumps” in infection rates across 

the U.S. is a second wave of the coronavirus, and doesn’t plan to shut down the 

economy again, according to White House economic adviserLarry Kudlow. 

o President Trump is “absolutely disinclined” to shut the economy, Kudlow says on 

Fox News 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248866
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBEHZ9T0G1L0
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o Fatality rates remain low, Kudlow says 

o The economy will “rocket higher and higher” in the summer months, he adds 

• Federal Reserve Bank of Boston announces Main Street Lending Program opened for 

lender registration on Monday morning. 

o The program will begin purchasing loan participations through the lender portal 

soon, Boston Fed says in a statement on its website 

• A ban on travel from the U.K. to the U.S. will likely remain for months, and in the worst 

case may not end until a vaccine is available, Anthony Fauci told Britain’s Telegraph 

newspaper as he expressed hope one or more vaccines being developed could be ready 

by the end of 2020 or early 2021. 

o “I don’t think there’s going to be an immediate pullback for those kinds of 

[travel] restrictions,” Fauci said. “I think it’s more likely measured in months 

rather than weeks.” 

• The Centers for Disease Control & Prevention could lose the ability to select next year’s 

flu vaccine if the White House follows through with terminating its relationship with the 

World Health Organization.  

• The EPA is sharing with its employees the data that guides its office reopenings, rolling 

out a new software tool to staff on Friday containing detailed coronavirus data from 

across the country. 

o The new program, known as the EPA Facilities Status Dashboard, could quell 

some of the concerns raised by Environmental Protection Agency staffers and 

their unions, who have consistently called on the agency to either slow down or 

halt its reopening plans. 

• Housing and Urban Development Secretary Ben Carson said the nation has two options 

in dealing with the coronavirus: 

o “We can allow it to dominate us or we can learn as much as we can about it and 

we can learn how to live with it in a safe, prescribed manner,” Carson, a former 

neurosurgeon, said on “Fox News Sunday.” “I think the second option is the one 

that’s going to be adopted.” 

• The U.S. economy is recovering from the “act of nature” created by state lockdowns, 

said White House economic director Larry Kudlow as he predicted a rapid increase in 

activity. “There’s a very good chance you are going to get the V-shaped recovery,” 

Kudlow said on CNN’s “State of the Union.” 

https://www.bostonfed.org/news-and-events/press-releases/2020/federal-reserves-main-street-lending-program-opens-for-lender-registration.aspx
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o On “Sunday Morning Futures” on the Fox News Channel, he said the U.S. is on 

track for 20% growth in the second half and a jobless rate below 10% by year-

end. 

• The U.S. government plans to distribute 96 million cloth face coverings for free to 

people riding on planes, trains and public transportation systems. 

o The Transportation Department said Friday it will provide 86.8 million masks to 

airports and 9.6 million to 458 transit agencies and Amtrak. 

o “This Administration is committed to protecting our people and reopening the 

economy,” Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao said in a press release. 

“Distributing these facial coverings will help boost public confidence as we begin 

to resume our normal lives.” 

• The U.S. Small Business Administration, in consultation with the Treasury Dept, issues 

revised guidance for the Paycheck Protection Program that expands eligibility for 

businesses with owners who have past felony convictions. 

o The look-back period has been reduced from 5 years to 1 year to determine 

eligibility, according to statement  

o The period remains 5 years for felonies involving fraud, bribery, embezzlement, 

or a false statement in a loan application or an application for federal financial 

assistance 

• States and cities might have to resume lockdowns if cases surge dramatically, top 

officials at the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said at their first press 

briefing in months. 

o The officials offered little in the way of explanation for why cases are increasing 

in some regions, releasing little new data on what’s driving up cases in states 

such as Arizona, Texas and Oregon. 

o The CDC also advised anyone at large gatherings to wear masks, keep six feet 

apart and wash hands, but officials wouldn’t be drawn in by questions about 

whether political events should take place. President Donald Trump will hold a 

rally in Oklahoma next week. Masks “are strongly encouraged in settings where 

individuals might raise their voice,” the CDC guidance said. The agency also 

recommended limiting attendance to allow for distancing. 

o Separately, the CDC said that forecasts suggest the U.S. death toll could top 

124,000 by July 4. 

• President Donald Trump’s campaign is asking people attending his campaign rally in 

Oklahoma next week to waive liability if they contract Covid-19 -- even as he hurtles 

https://www.bgov.com/core/companies/app/#!/330321
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm1030
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBTNUTT1UM0X
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBSBBPT1UM13
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forward to reopen the country. The president traveled to Texas on Thursday for two 

events as that state struggled with a new surge in coronavirus cases and Houston 

prepared to possibly reopen a Covid-19 hospital at a football stadium. 

• The Federal Trade Commission reported more than 91,000 complaints related to Covid-

19 since the beginning of the year, with consumer losses due to fraud estimated at 

$59.2 million. Fraud accounted for almost 48,000 complaints. More than $20 million in 

losses was attributed to travel and vacation fraud, the FTC said. Complaints peaked in 

early April. 

• Federal Reserve examiners will resume regular examinations of U.S. bank holding 

companies after having backed off during the response to Covid-19, agency says in 

Monday statement. 

o Since the Fed said in March that it would go easier in exams, “banks have had 

time to implement contingency operating plans and adapt their operations,” the 

agency says 

o Fed says exams will continue to be handled remotely “until conditions improve” 

• The Food and Drug Administration has withdrawn emergency use authorizations for 

hydroxychloroquine and chloroquine for the treatment of Covid-19, saying the drugs are 

“unlikely to be effective” in treating the disease.  

o “Additionally, in light of ongoing serious cardiac adverse events and other 

serious side effects, the known and potential benefits of CQ and HCQ no longer 

outweigh the known and potential risks for the authorized use,” FDA says on 

website  

• Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac’s regulator says it will re-propose updated minimum 

requirements for servicers that handle loans guaranteed by the federally controlled 

mortgage giants. 

o In Monday statement, Federal Housing Finance Agency says it is re-proposing 

standards because of recent market events and to incorporate “lessons learned” 

from the Covid-19 national emergency 

o The original proposal was issued in January, and FHFA had planned to finalize 

and implement it this month, according to statement 

• “I will be having discussions with the Senate @SmallBizCmte and others on a bipartisan 

basis to strike the appropriate balance for proper oversight of #ppploans and 

appropriate protection of small business information,” Treasury Sec. Steven Mnuchin 

says on Twitter. 

https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/mcm-legal-regulatory-and-policy-framework/emergency-use-authorization
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/mcm-legal-regulatory-and-policy-framework/emergency-use-authorization
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBZ1TXMB2SJO
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• Anthony Fauci says Americans should skip large gatherings, such as rallies held by 

President Trump or protests, if they want to avoid the risk of catching or spreading the 

coronavirus. 

o The “best way that you can avoid - either acquiring or transmitting infection - is 

to avoid crowded places, to wear a mask whenever you’re outside,” Fauci, the 

top U.S. infectious disease expert and member of the White House coronavirus 

task force, tells ABC News 

o “If you can do both, avoid the congregation of people and do the mask, that’s 

great”: Fauci 

• The CDC is urging organizers of large gatherings that involve shouting, chanting or 

singing to “strongly encourage” the use of cloth face coverings to lower the risk of 

coronavirus spread, Washington Post reports. 

o It’s important for Americans to remember “this situation is unprecedented and 

that the pandemic has not ended,” CDC Dir. Robert Redfield said in a briefing: 

Post 

• The U.S. has started a phased resumption of passport services after they were 

interrupted by the coronavirus pandemic, Assistant Sec. of State for consular affairs 

Carl Risch tells reporters on phone briefing. 

o The Bureau of Consular Affairs has put into effect a plan to bring operations back 

to normal and each facility is ramping up based on local conditions and CDC 

guidelines, Risch says 

o Agency is aggressively increasing processing capability, he says, adding that close 

to half of the passport workforce has returned to processing facilities 

o Risch says there are 1.7m passport applications on hand, a slight increase in what 

would normally be processed in a month; will take six-to-eight weeks to process 

application backlog 

• The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention released  long-awaited updates to 

its guidelines for social distancing and times and places where that is difficult. 

o In general, the CDC says people should protect themselves by practicing 

everyday preventive actions, like wearing cloth face covers, not touching your 

face with unwashed hands, washing your hands often, social distancing, 

disinfecting surfaces and staying home if you are sick. 

o But before you go on that family vacation, head out to a cookout or hit the gym, 

here are some of the things the CDC says should be top of mind in addition to 

practicing everyday actions. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBQMCUT0AFB6
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/fauci-tells-abcs-powerhouse-politics-attending-rallies-protests/story?id=71219338
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBTPIF3HBS3K
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/12/health/cdc-coronavirus-everyday-guidelines/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/activities.html
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• Public transportation and travel can still be risky and people need to think twice before 

they leave home, the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said in new 

guidelines released Friday. 

o “Public transit can put you in close contact with others. When using public 

transportation, follow CDC’s guidance on how to protect yourself when using 

transportation,” the agency said in the new guidelines, aimed at providing advice 

for people to lead their lives day to day while the coronavirus continues.  

o The public transportation guidelines, posted last month, remind people to wash 

their hands before and after using trains, buses, subways and other shared 

transport. “During travel, try to keep at least 6 feet (2 meters) from people who 

are not in your household — for example, when you are waiting at a bus station 

or selecting seats on a train,” they add. “Wear a cloth face covering when 

physical distancing is difficult.” 

o The new guidelines also remind people about existing advice on travel. 

  
Capitol Hill 

• Republican Senator Mike Rounds and 43 GOP and Democratic senators ask Treasury 

Sec. Steven Mnuchin and SBA Administrator Jovita Carranza to ease paperwork 

requirements for small businesses seeking Paycheck Protection Program loan 

forgiveness. 

o Read letter  

• Separately, Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer and 46 other senators write to 

Mnuchin and Carranza to request “significant improvements to the forgiveness 

application process”  

o Link to letter  

• Sen. Elizabeth Warren writes Bank of America and Santander CEOs citing complaints 

from Massachusetts small business owners regarding Payment Protection Program loan 

applications. 

o Complaints from constituents “indicate that your banks added unnecessary 

layers of difficulty and confusion to the application process,” Warren says in 

letter to the banks 

• Democratic Rep. Gerry Connolly sends letters to 24 federal offices of inspectors general 

requesting their plans to oversee agency plans to return employees to federal office 

buildings. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-in-the-us.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-in-the-us.html
https://www.rounds.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/June%2012%202020%20-%20US%20Senate%20Letter%20on%20PPP%20Forgiveness.pdf
https://www.democrats.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Letter%20to%20SBA-Treasury%20re%20PPP%20Forgiveness%20Process%2006.12.20.pdf
https://www.warren.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/2020.06.09%20Letter%20to%20BoA%20and%20Santander%20Re%20PPP%20Applications%20for%20Mass%20Residents%20(1).pdf
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUeGLKigC3CVrM2sIcPZsJSXbEzRe9G5c0ax77fSBjHabHOzT4SXNfH7SnELSuQfnQ5mbJL7BlUdkA9h7A5uxxgLQhN-2BtARjgXpiJCni7POqmwfpX0RatJmdir2EsTISiehMbBFhusSVBR-2Bl1tkxXulrb45n-2B3ha4cQ-2Fu3o5X7hGUmd-A_I-2FERb8RV8ev7FGG4CGM71GTrb4GrUV-2Blxo28JJYwjGtLK-2Fnxcs6aP5g8yZd4b-2ByPOgIjEdFrzldCPRq-2F1UphwhwrHNEN-2BFvipCWlGPBSqes6nW1Vr3wK51Buh0lTokb2tzpOqpnHBnHcZnU-2F8YCHC7WopKLEMyGqhXeL-2BRhgYLvM1e1DO1xuqjSAGlgLG1uU5-2BzLIpIYT6IlouvSGSVCh2P32qVWCvHfX7R9DtRWu8mDTOsJUh0Az9IJDnkYOWTtyiVn5McNKuNnrelu4qmdofWNxKp5bKF67wIu7ubQklSI1ocdtCUz2TqcHVvpMA2aJQKXZyc9dHq6CZxtp4lyYlepCUSiJXZURBUkRTeFLgo-3D
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o Connolly, the chairman of the House Oversight Cmte’s panel on government 

operations, also recommends that IGs consider examining whether agencies 

have appropriate resources, such as personal protective equipment and hand 

sanitizer 

• Telehealth, Covid-19: The Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee 

holds a hearing Wednesday on telehealth and the Covid-19 pandemic. 

• Covid-19 Loan Forgiveness: The House Small Business Committee on Wednesday will 

discuss the Paycheck Protection Program’s loan forgiveness provisions and other 

challenges. 

• Job Crisis: The House Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Crisis holds a hearing 

Thursday on addressing unemployment resulting from Covid-19. 

• Virus & Tax Relief: The House Ways and Means Select Revenue Measures 

Subcommittee scheduled a hearing Thursday on tax relief to support workers and 

families during the Covid-19 recession. 

• Online Foreign Influence: The House Intelligence Committee plans a hearing Thursday 

on emerging trends in online and social media foreign influence operations referencing 

Covid-19 and election security. 

• Resuming Air Travel: The House Homeland Security Transportation and Maritime 

Security Subcommittee holds a hearing Thursday on resuming air travel during the 

Covid-19 pandemic. 

• Covid-19 in Africa: The House Intelligence Committee holds a hearing today on the 

effect of Covid-19 on sub-Saharan Africa. 

• Virus & Public Education: The House Education and Labor Committee plans a hearing 

today on the effect of Covid-19 on public education. 

• Covid-19-Related Fraud: The House Financial Services National Security, International 

Development, and Monetary Policy Subcommittee scheduled a hearing tomorrow on 

how bad actors are exploiting the financial system during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

• Energy Sector & Virus: The House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Energy 

holds a hearing tomorrow on Covid-19’s effect on the energy sector. 

o The Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee holds its own hearing on 

the same topic tomorrow. 

• DHS Operations: The House Homeland Security Oversight, Management, and 

Accountability Subcommittee scheduled a hearing tomorrow on how DHS can resume 

operations safely. 

https://www.senate.gov/committees/hearings_meetings.htm
https://docs.house.gov/Committee/Calendar/ByEvent.aspx?EventID=110799
https://docs.house.gov/Committee/Calendar/ByEvent.aspx?EventID=110811
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/legislation/hearings/tax-relief-support-workers-and-families-during-covid-19-recession
https://docs.house.gov/Committee/Calendar/ByEvent.aspx?EventID=110805
https://homeland.house.gov/activities/hearings/climbing-again-stakeholder-views-on-resuming-air-travel-in-the-covid-19-era
https://homeland.house.gov/activities/hearings/climbing-again-stakeholder-views-on-resuming-air-travel-in-the-covid-19-era
https://docs.house.gov/Committee/Calendar/ByEvent.aspx?EventID=110793
https://edlabor.house.gov/hearings/budget-cuts-and-lost-learning-assessing-the-impact-of-covid-19-on-public-education
https://financialservices.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=406613
https://energycommerce.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/hearing-on-reviving-our-economy-covid-19s-impact-on-the-energy-sector
https://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings-and-business-meetings?ID=0BAEEA0A-28C2-4961-BFE1-4BCF71277E44
https://homeland.house.gov/activities/hearings/business-as-usual-assessing-how-dhs-can-resume-operations-safely
https://homeland.house.gov/activities/hearings/business-as-usual-assessing-how-dhs-can-resume-operations-safely
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• House Democrats called on the Federal Communications Commission to be more 

transparent about its use of congressional coronavirus relief after healthcare providers 

reported difficulty obtaining funds earmarked for telehealth services. House Energy and 

Commerce Chairman Frank Pallone (D-N.J.) and Rep. Mike Doyle (D-Pa.) on Friday sent a 

letter to FCC Chairman Ajit Pai with concerns over “a lack of transparency” about the 

agency’s use of funds for its Covid-19 Telehealth Program, pointing to reports that 

health care providers are facing issues obtaining funds 

• Republican senators including Chuck Grassley introduce bill that would extend for two 

years an FDA policy to aid in the preparation of alcohol-based hand sanitizer products 

during the coronavirus pandemic. 

o Ethanol and biofuels producers need certainty that investments made to 

produce hand sanitizer “wouldn’t be lost overnight to a sudden change in policy 

from FDA,” Grassley says in statement 

• The top Republican and Democrat on the Senate Finance Committee are asking HHS to 

publish which health-care providers received portions of the about $210 billion in 

stimulus money allocated by Congress. 

o “We urge you to expeditiously establish a single, comprehensive and publicly 

available data source that easily shows the amount of funding received by each 

provider,“ Sens. Chuck Grassley and Ron Wyden say in a letter to HHS Sec. Alex 

Azar Thursday 

o The request comes amid reports that large, well-connected hospitals have been 

receiving more money than smaller health care providers in rural areas 

• Republican Roger Wicker and Democrat Brian Schatz are among lawmakers asking 

Senate leaders to permanently expand telehealth services after the coronavirus 

pandemic ends. 

o The lawmakers are calling for provisions from Schatz’s “CONNECT for Health” bill 

to be made permanent, including allowing Medicare recipients to use telehealth 

services, as well as expanding telehealth to more health care providers 

• A House panel overseeing the coronavirus response is launching probes into how 

several banks, including JPMorgan Chase, Bank of America, Wells Fargo & Co and 

Citigroup Inc., made decisions about how to implement small-business loans under the 

government’s Paycheck Protection Program. 

o The investigations, launched by the Democratic-led Select Subcommittee on the 

Coronavirus Crisis, is seeking to determine whether banks and Treasury 

Department guidance favored larger, well-connected businesses over smaller 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB393
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB483
https://aboutblaw.com/Rpi
https://aboutblaw.com/Rpi
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248648
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/policy-temporary-compounding-certain-alcohol-based-hand-sanitizer-products-during-public-health
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248648
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1790
https://www.finance.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/061120%20Grassley%20Wyden%20HHS%20Provider%20Funds%20transparency.pdf
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB365
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248267
https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6753874423733551109
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companies from rural or minority communities when making small business 

loans to combat the economic fallout from the coronavirus pandemic. 

• Some Republican Senate Finance Cmte members are discussing a proposal that would 

allow corporations to claim federal tax credits in 2020 that they would otherwise be 

ineligible to receive until future years, Washington Post reports, citing four unidentified 

people with knowledge of internal deliberations. 

o The National Association of Manufacturers and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce 

are asking lawmakers to add the tax change in the next Coronavirus relief bill: 

WaPo 

• South Carolina Rep. Tom Rice announced on Facebook that he is recovering from 

coronavirus after he and his family contracted it recently. 

o Rice said his case has been mild, with symptoms including a low fever and mild 

cough.  

• State and local health departments are pushing Congress for billions of dollars to 

expand their disease-tracking programs, warning that many areas of the country are 

reopening without systems in place to monitor the spread of the coronavirus. 

o Lawmakers have already provided $25 billion to ramp up Covid-19 testing, which 

includes $11 billion sent to state governments that could be used for tracing that 

involves contacting people who may have come into contact with the virus and 

trying to isolate those who could spread it. Such programs are key to loosening 

social distancing rules, health experts say. 

o More money, almost $8 billion, is needed to hire tracers and prepare for a 

possible resurgence of the virus in coming months, public health groups say. 

Concern is also rising that funds aren’t being evenly distributed, with few new 

hires coming into the agencies that are supposed to do this work.The risk: states 

are hundreds of workers short of the staff they need to reopen.. 

• The top Republican and Democrat on the Senate Finance Committee are asking HHS to 

publish which health-care providers received portions of the roughly $210 billion in 

stimulus funding that’s been allocated by lawmakers.  

o “We urge you to expeditiously establish a single, comprehensive and publicly 

available data source that easily shows the amount of funding received by each 

provider,“ Chairman Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) and top Democrat Ron Wyden 

(Ore.) told Secretary Alex Azar in a letter.  

• Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) is requesting that National Institute of 

Allergy and Infectious Diseases Director Anthony Fauci and Coronavirus Response 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBT5ME3HBS3K
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248648
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1790
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247555
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Coordinator Deborah Birx conduct a briefing for Senate Democrats on recent spikes in 

coronavirus cases, Schumer said on the floor yesterday. 

o “We need to understand why these spikes are happening and how to adapt our 

national response,” Schumer said. 

  
State/Local 

• South Carolina and Alabama both hit single-day records of new confirmed coronavirus 

cases Sunday, while Texas and its largest city, Houston, are experiencing record 

numbers of hospitalizations. 

• Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D) warned New Yorkers against triggering another wave of Covid-

19, singling out bars and restaurants in Manhattan and the Hamptons as the state’s 

worst offenders. “We are not going to go back to that dark place,” Cuomo said 

yesterday, saying he’d reimpose shutdowns if businesses failed to comply with current 

restrictions and people failed to physically distance. He also threatened to pull liquor 

licenses to bars and restaurants 

• Oregon Gov. Kate Brown (D) acted within her statutory and constitutional authority 

when she issued extended stay-at-home orders in response to the Covid-19 pandemic, 

the Oregon Supreme Court ruled Friday. 

• Washington state’s cases and deaths may “soon increase substantially” in four counties 

in the south-central region as transmission continues to accelerate, the health 

department said in a report. 

o The uptick is probably tied to Memorial Day activities and not recent protests, 

the department said. However, The trend “will lead to increasingly explosive 

growth in cases and deaths if not contained,” according to the report. The 

counties in the region may need efforts to expand hospital capacity and testing, 

it said. 

o Governor Jay Inslee said the state will develop “some creative solutions” to 

control the spread. 

• New York City is slowly riding back to work as businesses started to reopen, with a fifth 

more subway commuters from the previous work week, according to Metropolitan 

Transportation Authority data. 

• New York has ordered overnight summer camps to remain closed for the season. Day 

camps will reopen on June 29. 

o Health Commissioner Howard Zucker said sleep-away camps pose challenges for 

social distancing, use of face coverings and infection control practices. The 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBVP6WMB2SJP
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB550
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camps’ sleeping arrangements in close quarters present too many risks, he said 

in a statement. 

• Puerto Rico Governor Wanda Vazquez authorized a broad expansion of business 

activity -- including gyms, movie theaters, retail stores and tourism operations -- as the 

U.S. commonwealth emerges from a virus lockdown that went into effect March 15. 

Parts of the economy have been reopening gradually. 

o In a televised address Thursday, Vazquez also said tourists from the U.S. and 

abroad would be welcomed starting July 15. While the island never canceled 

flights, officials asked visitors to stay away. “We have to prepare to compete 

with the rest of the world,” Vazquez said. “We cannot be left behind.” 

• Houston-area officials said they are “getting close” to reimposing a stay-at-home order 

and are prepared to reopen a Covid-19 hospital set up but never used at a football 

stadium as virus cases expand in the fourth-largest U.S. city. 

o “We may be approaching the precipice of a disaster,” said Harris County Judge 

Lina Hidalgo, the highest-ranking official in the county that includes Houston. 

“It’s out of hand right now. The good news is it’s not severe out of hand.” New 

cases in the state rose 2.3%, up from the 2.2% 7-day average, officials said 

Thursday 

• New Jersey will begin the second of four reopening stages starting June 15, Governor 

Phil Murphy said, 100 days since the state reported its first case of coronavirus. 

• Governor Andrew Cuomo said five of 10 regions of New York on Friday will begin the 

third phase of reopening, meaning restaurants can resume indoor dining with some 

restrictions. Personal-care service can also resume. 

o In the regions -- Mohawk Valley, Finger Lakes, Central New York, North Country 

and Southern Tier -- restaurants will be allowed to have indoor as well as 

outdoor dining at 50% capacity, and nail salons and other personal care services 

will be allowed to reopen. Businesses are expected to follow social distancing 

and sanitizing rules, and employees must wear personal protective equipment 

• Miami Beach Mayor Dan Gelber told CNN Monday that he would consider reinstating 

restrictions or imposing new rules, like requiring people to wear masks all the time, not 

just inside, if Covid-19 cases continue to rise.  

o “We need to be cautious,” the mayor told CNN, especially since the impact of 

the protests have not been fully revealed. 

• An administrative bottleneck is slowing the stream of funds aimed at assisting American 

Indian and Alaska Native tribes in dealing with the Covid-19 outbreak. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBS7OYDWX2PT
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o Tribes are struggling to use the competitive grants process due to administrative 

burdens of writing an application, Indian Health Service Director Michael 

Weahkee told House appropriators yesterday. 

• New York Attorney General Letitia James called on Apple and Google today to prohibit 

third-party contact tracing apps from abusing consumers’ data.  

o In letters to the two companies, James said that contact tracing apps created by 

third parties do not appear to be held to the same standard as apps that work in 

conjunction with Apple and Google’s own Bluetooth-based Exposure Notification 

protocol, which must be designed under strict specifications. 

• Shutting down businesses for not following social distancing practices have to be left 

“on the table as a consideration,” New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy told NBC News Monday 

morning. 

o “You have to leave that on the table as a consideration. I hope to god we don't 

have to,” he said on the "Today" show. 

• Indiana has moved into stage four of its reopening plan, Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb said 

Friday. Here's what is reopening: 

o Bars and entertainment venues can welcome customers back at 50% capacity 

o Zoos, museums and other sites may open 

o Movie theaters and bowling alleys can open at 50% capacity 

o Restaurants can open to 75% capacity 

o Gatherings of up to 250 people are allowed as long as they stays six feet apart 

• The television, film and streaming production industry in Georgia is back open for 

business, according to a statement from Gov. Brian Kemp. 

o Kemp announced the industries plan to bring back and hire an estimated 40,000 

production workers in the state for an expected 75 production projects that with 

invest over $2 billion into Georgia’s economy, the statement said.  

o According to the statement, this announcement follows the “COVID-19: Georgia 

Best Practices for Film and Television” production guide for studios provided by 

the Georgia Film Office, that complements the safety protocols recently released 

by the Industry-Wide Labor-Management Safety Committee Task Force, which 

will help to ensure a safe workplace environment and reduce the spread of the 

virus. 

• South Carolina Gov. Henry McMaster has issued a new state of emergency Friday, as 

part of an executive order that also allows the reopening of bowling alleys and lifts 

restrictions on retail business capacity limits. 

https://www.in.gov/gov/files/Executive%20Order%2020-32%20(Stage%204).pdf
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o Previous limits on retail spaces required no more than five customers every 

1,000 square feet, or no more than 20% capacity, whichever was less. That 

restriction has now been lifted, with no mandated reduced capacity. 

o The executive order also lifts the previous restriction on gatherings of more than 

50 people on public property, since more public employees are returning to 

work. 

• Utah Gov. Gary Herbert has paused the lifting of restrictions following spikes in Covid-

19 cases over the past two weeks. 

o The governor said during a news conference Thursday that the increase in cases 

is “giving them pause.”  

o The state will remain in the "yellow" phase of reopening with the exception of 

one county, Brooke Scheffler, public information officer for Herbert, told CNN in 

a text Friday.  

  
International  

• The UK will review its policies on the 14-day travel quarantine and potential "air 

bridges" on June 29, said British Transport Secretary Grant Shapps during a Downing 

Street news conference on Friday.  

o "We will only open up air bridges where it is safe to do so and there will be more 

on that at the review period, which is the 29th of June," Shapps said, adding that 

the UK is taking "every precaution" to avoid a second wave of the virus. 

o He added that the government is talking to airlines and airports about the 

policies, but he declined to comment on which countries the UK will talk to 

about creating travel corridors. 

o Shapps also said the travel quarantine, which requires anyone coming into the 

country to self-isolate for 14-days or face fines, would remain a blanket policy 

until the review at the end of June. 

• The French government will lift coronavirus travel restrictions on its internal European 

borders on June 15, said Interior Minister Christophe Castaner and Foreign 

Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian in a joint statement released Friday. 

o From Monday, people coming from European Union member states – as well as 

from Andorra, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Monaco, Norway, San Marino, Switzerland 

and the Vatican – will be able to enter French territory without restrictions.  

o Germany has lifted its travel warning for 27 countries in continental Europe. 
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o Spain is not included in the list, but some German tourists can now travel to the 

popular Balearic island of Mallorca. 

• President Emmanuel Macron said mainland France will lift all restrictions previously 

applied to businesses and transport from Monday. Macron also said France will follow 

the EU Commission recommendation of opening up borders on Monday. 

• Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez has announced his country will reopen its 

borders to people from other European Union countries – with the exception of 

Portugal - on June 21.  

• Iceland began a cautious process of reopening to international travelers on Monday. 

o Starting Monday, passengers arriving in Iceland will be able to be tested for 

Covid-19 on arrival, as an alternative to the previously mandatory 14-day 

quarantine. Children born in 2005 or later will be exempt from testing. 

• Norway's public health body (FHI) has suspended the use of its coronavirus contact-

tracing app following an order by the country's data protection authority over the 

collection and use of users’ location data. The FHI has also deleted all information 

collected so far by the app. 

o The Norwegian privacy regulator Datailsynet expressed concerns with the way 

the app, called Smittestopp, collected both GPS location data and Bluetooth data 

from users. Its assessment said the app “can no longer be regarded as a 

proportionate intervention on users' basic privacy rights.” 

• El Salvador’s government and business leaders have agreed to reopen the economy 

starting on June 16, the Ministry of Economy told journalists on Saturday. 

o The agreement calls for a reopening in 5 phases. The first phase will begin next 

week and last for 21 days. It will include industries such as textile, María Luisa 

Hayem, El Salvador's Economy Minister said. 

• French President Emmanuel Macron will announce an initiative to support research and 

development as well as vaccine production capacity in France during a visit to a Sanofi 

plant on Tuesday, an official at the Elysee said. Macron will also hold a video conference 

on Tuesday with executives of companies working on a vaccine, to discuss international 

and European-level coordination. 

• Japan’s government will distribute a coronavirus contact-tracing app developed by 

Microsoft Corp. as soon as this week, Nikkei reported, without attribution. 

o The distribution was delayed by more than a month because the government 

changed development guidelines. The app will use Bluetooth technology in 

smartphones to detect contact with infected people, Nikkei said. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBYNCPDWRGG4
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBYMWST1UM0Y


 
 
 

COVID-19 6/15 UPDATE 
 

• German economic activity will recover only gradually from the effects of the 

coronavirus, according to the Economy Ministry’s monthly report for June. 

o A strong recovery began in May and will continue slowly into the second half and 

beyond, the report said. While a deep recession bottomed out in April, the 

contraction in second-quarter GDP will be much greater than in the first quarter 

• Austria’s government will finalize tax cuts, welfare increases and aid and rescue 

measures totaling more than 14 billion euros ($16 billion), or 3.5% of annual output, in a 

conclave in Vienna Monday and Tuesday, Finance Minister Gernot Bluemel told Austrian 

public radio Oe1 in an interview. 

• Germany’s insurance industry is proposing a multibillion-dollar fund that would be 

partially backed by the government to cover future pandemic losses for companies, 

according to Joerg Asmussen, managing director at the German Insurance Association 

GDV. 

o The proposal has been submitted to the finance and economic ministries in 

recent days, he said in an interview with Bloomberg. Fund’s requirements to be 

in the “low double-digit billion euros range” and will cover small and mid-size 

companies. 

• Authorities in Jakarta ordered companies to implement new working hours to prevent 

overcrowding on the Indonesian capital’s public transportation during peak hours as 

shopping malls reopened after more than two months. 

o From Monday, employees at government ministries, state firms and private 

companies will start work either between 7 a.m. and 7:30 a.m., or between 10 

a.m. and 10:30 a.m., according to a circular by the nation’s Covid-19 task force. 

• Hong Kong Disneyland will reopen June 18, according to an emailed statement. 

Attractions, shopping and dining locations will resume operations with controlled 

capacity and social distancing measures will be implemented throughout the park. All 

guests three years or older will be required to make a reservation online 

• Hong Kong’s government could further relax a limit on public gatherings to allow groups 

of up to 12 people as early as the end of this week, South China Morning Post reported 

Sunday, citing unidentified people. Existing social distancing measures, including limiting 

public gatherings to eight and restrictions at restaurants, are due to expire Thursday. 

• French President Emanuel Macron said the pace of emerging from nationwide 

lockdowns will accelerate, with Paris restaurants opening for indoor dining as soon as 

Monday and schools back in session a week later. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBYJHGT1UM13
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBYBWHT1UM0W
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBTMCTT0G1LC
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBY5LET0G1KW
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o Employees wearing protective face masks carry chairs at the Futuroscope theme 

park in France, on June 13. 

• The Japanese government will extend visa restrictions by about one month from the 

end of June, considering the current worldwide situation over the coronavirus outbreak, 

Yomiuri reported, without attribution. 

• Egypt’s airports will reopen to international flights on July 1 after they were shut down 

in March to stem the spread of the coronavirus, the civil aviation minister said late 

Sunday. 

o Domestic flights have been allowed inside the country, but otherwise it has been 

cut off from the rest of the world as it struggles to bring its coronavirus outbreak 

under control. 

  
Other 

• British Airways, Easyjet and Ryanair have launched legal action against the UK 

government’s coronavirus quarantine rules. 

o The three airlines say the restrictions “will have a devastating effect on British 

tourism and the wider economy and destroy thousands of jobs.” 

• The World Health Organization is still reviewing the use of hydroxychloroquine in its 

Solidarity Trial, a multi-country clinical study of Covid-19 treatment options. 

o Dr. Mike Ryan, executive director of WHO's Health Emergencies Program, said 

during a briefing in Geneva on Monday that the executive group reviewing the 

Solidarity Trial is meeting this week. 

o "We’ll come back to you on Wednesday with an update on those deliberations 

and where we go from here," Ryan said. 

• A vaccine to fight Covid-19 could be ready in October, barring any setbacks, Pfizer’s 

Chief Executive Officer Albert Bourla said in an interview with the Greek newspaper 

Kathimerini. 

o If things continue to go well and “we won’t find ourselves in front of any 

surprises, in October we may have a vaccine,” he said. The aim is for 

pharmaceutical companies and the relevant authorities worldwide to be sure the 

vaccine is safe and effective when it’s ready, Bourla said. 

• AstraZeneca Plc said it will provideup to 400 million doses of a vaccine it’s developing 

with Oxford University to Europe starting at the end of the year. The company said it 

struck an agreement with the Inclusive Vaccines Alliance spearheaded by Germany, 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBV9BNT0AFBE
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France, Italy and the Netherlands. It’s reached similar agreements with the U.K., U.S. 

and global vaccine groups. 

• A kit to diagnose Covid-19 manufactured by RTA Laboratories was approved by the U.S. 

Food and Drug Administration, the Turkish company said in an exchange filing. 

o RTA’s shares have been the country’s best-performing small-cap, climbing 

1,470% since March 10. 

• 24 Hour Fitness Worldwide Inc. sought court protection from its creditors, unable to 

keep up with debt payments after the prolonged shutdown caused by the coronavirus 

outbreak. The San Ramon, California, fitness chain’s Chapter 11 petition was filed in 

Delaware, court papers show. 

• Scott Gottlieb, former U.S. Food and Drug Administration chief, said rising case counts 

and high hospitalization rates in some states coupled with increasing positivity suggests 

“there are outbreaks under way.” 

o “States like Texas, Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, where you 

see those outbreaks right now, never really reduced the number of cases 

substantially,” Gottlieb said on CBS’s “Face the Nation.” “They had spread. It was 

persistent. And now it’s flaring up.” 

o Gottleib said states like Texas and Arizona aren’t able to trace the origin of the 

new infections and “can’t take targeted measures.” 

• Businesses across the U.S. have begun intensive Covid-19 disinfection regimens, 

exposing returning workers and consumers to some chemicals that are largely untested 

for human health, a development that’s alarming health and environmental safety 

experts. The rush to disinfect is well-intentioned. Executives want to protect employees 

while abiding by CDC guidelines (and to avoid liability). Pre-pandemic, corporate 

cleaning staffs typically “freshened” lobbies every three hours, sanitized restroom s 

every four hours and cleaned other areas at night, said Rich Feczko, national director of 

systems, standards and innovation at Crothall Healthcare, which cleans hundreds of 

hospitals, as well as offices and universities. That pace has now accelerated. “Our 

frequencies have ramped up in public places like lobbies and elevators to 6-8 times per 

day,” said Feczko.  

• Ikea may return state aid that helped subsidize furloughs triggered by the pandemic 

because business is recovering faster than expected, the Financial Times reported. The 

retailer is negotiating with Belgium, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Ireland, Portugal, 

Romania, Serbia, Spain and the U.S., retail operations manager Tolga Oncu at Ingka 

Group, which controls Ikea, told the paper. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QBYDQDDWRGG8
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o Ikea expected sales to drop 70% to 80% as it faced shutting stores, he said. Now 

all but 23 stores have reopened and sales are being buoyed by pent-up demand, 

he said. 

• The coronavirus is likely to keep spreading until at least 60% of the U.S. population has 

been infected, said Michael Osterholm, director of the Center for Infectious Disease 

Research and Policy at the University of Minnesota. The U.S. infection rate is 5%, he 

said. 

o “We’re going to see a lot of additional cases out there,” Osterholm said on “Fox 

News Sunday.” “It is not over in the next several weeks.” 

o Osterholm said 22 states report increasing numbers of cases, eight are level and 

21 have decreases: “We just have to be humble and say we’re in an unsure 

moment right now what’s happening in this country.” 

• Employers face privacy restrictions on disclosure of medical information that complicate 

efforts to notify workers about possible coronavirus exposure in the workplace, lawyers 

said. 

o Some companies, including General Motors Co. and Ford Motor Co., have 

contact-tracing programs in place for workers who test positive for Covid-19, and 

many other businesses are contemplating such a safeguard as part of return-to-

work planning. But while federal workplace regulators gave employers the go-

ahead to test workers for the disease because it’s a “direct threat” to worker 

safety, protections under the Americans with Disabilities Act still apply to how 

the results are handled.  

• Ohio State University football players and their parents were asked to sign a waiver 

acknowledging the heightened risk of the coronavirus that comes along with 

participating in the fall season. 

o The Columbus Dispatch obtained a copy of the waiver, called the “Buckeye 

Pledge,” which asks players to submit to testing, monitor for symptoms, self-

quarantine if exposed to the virus, and follow guidelines from the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention including wearing masks and social distancing. 

 

https://www.buckeyextra.com/sports/20200614/coronavirus-returning-ohio-state-football-players-must-sign-risk-waiver

